THE EVIDENCE  OF THE SONNETS

But these results pale before those produced, by
F. W. D., "using either a direct solution from one
cypher result to the same cypher, or else K as the
master cypher, and the results used in another
cypher." Referring to the lines of the dedication:

Of these Sugred Sonnets for his private friends
(K476 to 8476). The Earle of Southampton
(8244 to 8244). The Earle of Darby (R237 to
R237). Francis Bacon Knight (8166 to Si66).
Shakespeare (Ki72 to 8172). Alias (K.5I to 851).
The Earle of Oxford (our ever-living poet) (K376
to K376). Edward de Vere (Kig2 to Rig2).
Marlowe Greene Lyly (K347 to K/J47). Shak-
spere saye was writer (K273 to 8273). On their
honour (Ki54 to Ri54), faith and (R6i to R6i),
belief (Ks8 to 838).

An expert states that the number of solutions
which can be evolved from such a cypher com-
bination is merely limited by effort; and "cross
cyphers are not valid.55 (Akin, perhaps, to "body-
line bowling.") We leave it at that. The Oxford
hypothesis, states a reviewer, is strong enough
without resort to such doubtful expedients.
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